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JOSEPH PONTEN 
PETER HAGBOLDT 


almost entirely unknown this country, 
and yet represents some the best achievement German 
literature since 1918. 

His work the year 1926 comprises twenty-two books, large 
and small, sketches, essays, studies the description land- 
scape and architecture, biographical studies, short stories and 
novels. His first book dates back the year 1906. pathetic 
account two lovers who attempt find the ideal the relation- 
ship man and woman, but who fail because aggressive in- 
tolerance the people their village. His last book, The Students 
Lyons (Die Studenten von Lyon), novel telling the 
struggle and martyrdom five students who fall victims the 
Inquisition. Between these two books lies imposing variety 
work which has brought him weli-deserved fame. Ponten does not 
belong those authors who have become famous over night; his 
fame has grown gradually. Lately great many essays have been 
devoted him and also excellent short book the scholar, Wil- 
helm Schneider. 

The Babylonian Tower (Der Babylonische Turm) Ponten’s 
longest novel and many erities considered his best. the fly- 
leaf stated that this book was begun 1912 Greece, continued 
Italy 1913 and 1914, then interrupted the Great War, and 
therefore not finished until 1918. This statement significant, for 
are dealing with cultural historical novel; certain 
and cultural conditions pre-war Germany are reflected very 
faithfully. 

the beginning the story find husband and wife 

*Given the University Chicago Series Extension Lectures 
Contemporary Leaders Literature. 
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poorly furnished rooms, planning for the future. The husband, 
yet nothing but helper master mason, has great ambitions. 
intends ereet building that will the most magnificent 
known architecture. wants reconstruct the Babylonian 
Tower. Unrolling his drawings before his young wife explains 
the structure the gigantic foundation, the arches, vaults, and 
pillars which are adorn the first stories, and the purpose and 
significance the tower whole. This plan, which has exe- 
the minutest detail, his colossal will and 
determination, intelligence and boldness. 

read on, this man—Großjohann his name—grows 
tremendous proportions. There something invincible his 
nature. rises the highest position man can occupy 
industrial state; the builder cathedrals, palaces, and cities. The 
wife’s ambition urges him on, Streets are named after him. 
pointed out proof for the contention that there equal op- 
portunity for everyone. Bankers, capitalists, noblemen, artisans, 
and clergymen surround him. becomes one the great na- 
tional figures. Where his name mentioned, with admira- 
tion and sympathy. His victory complete, his aim reached. 

But now conditions turn. His task becomes too gigantic; 
loses control. sleepless nights tortures his brain about loans, 
mortgages and strikes. Intrigues begin form against him. 
Enemies with old prejudices and hatreds combine and plot. His 
health undermined, his spirit broken, and his confidence de- 
stroyed. And this not all. the confinement imposed upon 
him his work has lost the love and respect his wife and 
children. knows little about his family they know about 
him. They have grown solitude, each one for himself. 

know nothing father,’’ says one the sons; ‘‘he rarely 
speaks and when does, does angrily. thinks 
are corrupt and cannot controlled unless makes trem- 
feelings. must ashamed show that loves us, that 
works for and wants make wealthy and distinguished. 
Father, what unhappy children you 

His wife has drifted away from him after his first successes. 
She, too, immensely strong, physically well morally. Her 
children tell her that young woman she once strangled wolf 
who attacked her parents’ flock sheep. times distress she 
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remains calm and composed. When her daughter disappears 
result frightful scandal she does not complain; and when her 
husband, confronted insurmountable obstacles, loses faith, she 
takes matters into her own hands. Like most Ponten’s women, 
she vigorous and fearless. But she lacks the tender feelings 
mother and all those qualities wife that alone can create the 
atmosphere warmth and friendliness that should found 
home. She not able keep her husband’s love and win her 
children’s affection. She has the vice her times: she too 
efficient, too capable. 

the end Großjohann success spite his failure. When 
has lost his fortune finds himself and finds least one 
his sons. heart artist, dreamer, master builder 
immense abilities, but his age, the spirit the times, and his am- 
bition were against him. sense his greatness his tragedy, 
or, better, the uncontrolled elements his nature are. has not 
been able reconcile his ability dream with his am- 
bition. different age under different conditions might have 
become immortal. 

idlers, dreamers, and thinkers, who enjoy life consciously 
and systematically who hold that haste, constant gainful activity, 
and excessive work any kind are foolish and harmful. They live 
comfort and beauty, untouched the burdens life. Dreadful 
extremes: feverish activity unheedful the real values life and 
self-satisfied lethargy comfort and plenty. This condition 
part characteristic European affairs before 1914, and herein lies 
Ponten’s merit seer and prophet. The Babylonian Tower 
may considered symbolic the high and often insane ambi- 
tions families well nations. When find the hero 
this story old broken man, deserted all but one son, his 
room cutting out paper, models palaces, cathedrals, and pyra- 
mids, are reminded sentence the Bible: What shall 
profit man gain the whole world and lose his soul?’’ This 
sentence can considered the fundamental idea, the motif. 

year after the publication The Babylonian Tower, 1919, 
Ponten published Novelle which, shall see, there also 
contained idea that obviously suggested the catastrophe 
1918. 

The Goatriders (Die Bockreiter) the story secret society, 
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whose members are people wealth and means. Dissatisfied with 
their monotonous life the midst plenty, they seek outlet for 
their insane eraving for and adventure. 

The origin this novel historical. During the greater part 
the eighteenth century the country along the lower Rhine was 
the home bandits, remnants foreign armies who had made 
Germany their battle field. They were Dutch freebooters, soldiers 
the Federal army, the French expeditionary forces sent into 
Germany, and the war the Spanish Succession. Having made 
themselves home the hills and forests along the lower Rhine 
they ransacked, robbed, and burned villages and cities, keeping the 
people constant fear. number famous robber gangs also 
formed among the natives that time and consisted farm hands, 
tradesmen, deserters, gypsies, and politicians. Even women 
men’s clothes were admitted. The name 
traced back old popular superstition according which the 
robbers had entered into secret pact with the devil who served 
them their nightly expeditions the guise goat. For forty 
years these gangs exploited the country. Even after the death 
their leader they continued exist. They were not disbanded until 
hundreds them had been hanged, decapitated, wheeled stran- 
gled. 

these historical events Ponten keeps nothing but the idea 
that the human being heart adventurer. changes every- 
thing else. The members the gang become the best people the 
community. The motive the robberies changed from greed 
and dishonesty superabundance health and keen sense 
justice. The robbers take where there plenty and give where 
there need. They redistribute possessions. The leader 
famous physician, whom not suspect the least, for his 
office constantly filled with patients who love and respect him. 
There but one allusion his extraordinary lust for excitement 
and adventure when says: ‘‘How our legs often twitch when 
they the ways our profession seriously and conscientiously 
How the arm often trembles the daily work! How impatient 
are made the monotony life! How long for the extra- 
ordinary. Oh, that were spark the night! 
blind passenger cloud its journey through the air! But 
nothing but the yoke, donkey the mill, horse 
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Ponten’s Goatriders undertake gigantic tricks and pranks di- 
rected against self-satisfied, overfed, wealthy and cruel bour- 
geoisie. After short period service the community the 
Goatriders degenerate. impossible for them keep out pro- 
fessional robbers and with them real crime. first society 
buoyant idealists, they become curse the country. Their 
leader wants retire, but since feels responsible, stays the 
last and suffers the fate those whose lawlessness has always 
tried combat. 

Ponten writes the last page Die Novelle 
vas written 1918 shortly before the revolution,’’ remark which 
points out that there message for his contemporaries, not 
only for those Germany, but all Europe, namely, that self- 
glorification, vanity, and wealth had brought the nations Europe 
and their leaders ruin, or, expressed different terms, that 
nothing harder bear than number prosperous years. 

Two Ponten’s Novellen have been called classical: The Mas- 
ter (Der Meister) and The Island (Die Insel). The latter shall 
briefly discuss connection with Ponten’s landscape description. 
The Master has now been generally accepted great book. 
has been made accessible for everybody through inexpensive 
edition the well-known series, ‘‘Schaffsteins Blaue 
have, incidentally, other books: Die Insel and Die Bockreiter 
the ‘‘Reclam’’ Series. 

The Master was inspired simple sentence which Ponten 
once read legend about the Cathedral Naumburg. This sen- 
tence refers young artist who said have invented the open 
windowed tower, often called the lacy tower. reads: 
The legend tells that young helper invented the open tower, and 
that the master builder fit envy and jealousy pushed him 
from the tower invented. Out this sentence Ponten makes 
beautiful and powerful Novelle. The characters are introduced 
once and depicted vividly that can never forget them: the 
master, his wife, his daughter, and young artist. The main char- 
acter, however, may say, the cathedral for directs and 
determines every event the story. vault the main hall has 
become defective the course centuries and, some day, will 
down and bury the neighboring houses its ruins. The 
master has for many years tried find way repair this dan- 
gerous defect, but all his efforts have been quite vain. The 
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young artist, the other hand, who shows boundless love and 
admiration for the splendor the cathedral, finds almost without 
effort the way repair the damage. The story relates the struggle 
the master wrestle the secret from his young assistant. The 
outcome foreshadowed the beginning the story. From then 
the action sweeps forward rapidly and vigorously 
drama. Unity time and place kept. All over less than 
week; the fate the cathedral decided and with that the 
master. 

Another very important book Ponten The Students 
Lyons (Die Studenten von Lyon) which appeared 1927. 
historical novel the best sense, dealing with significant event 
during the time Calvin, event which finally became center 
serious controversy and resulted scandal and tragedy. 
Here the simple action: 

Five students from Lausanne, followers the teachings 
Calvin, wander foot from Geneva Lyons. Geneva they 
eall their beloved master, Calvin, who receives them the 
friendliest way, but does his best dissuade the young people 
from out their plan. warns them the grave dangers 
they will face soon they have reached France. But the stu- 
dents are inspired Calvin’s great personality that they can- 
not desist. They decide proceed Lyons and prove themselves 
worthy their faith. They are about leave Swiss territory 
over into France when French merchant joins them. 
Having engaged them seemingly harmless conversation 
finally invites them come his home Lyons. The students 
have suspicions and accept. They have hardly sat down 
their host’s dinner table when they are arrested and thrown into 
prison. The alleged French merchant spy the Inquisition. 

Now begins time the severest trials and temptations. The 
side the Inquisition does not want any martyrs. They send men 
strong persuasive powers convince the students that they are 
error and should recant. Their own government intervenes and 
petitions for their freedom, but the French king rejects its request. 
The affair becomes European scandal. They are daily visited 
men the court who still try persuade them, but vain. 
Their imprisonment made more rigid. They are kept solitary 
confinement for four months, emerging from their cells half insane 
from and still they not recant. New steps are taken 
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break their spirit. The sweetheart the leader the group 
admitted the prison and pleads. vain. After months and 
months the most gruelling torture, they are still ereet and de- 
termined, for they find comfort and strength the letters from 
Calvin smuggled into their cells friendly guards. Nevertheless, 
their struggle inhuman. They are young, they want live, 
learn the secret life, life with all its glittering promises. 
last they are delivered the judge’s decision—condemned 
burned death. The last scene closes the prison door, which 
all eyes are turned because about release five young students 
who will march their death. 

This book truly historical novel. has none the usual 
defects novels written people with deep historical knowl- 
edge Ponten has. pages dry history mar the artistic 
effect the whole. immense tension-is felt throughout the 
story—a tension feel the presence two fighters equal 
skill engaged duel, the end which bound fatal. 
The well-known novelist, Stefan Zweig, says of, this novel, ‘‘It 
spiritual battle expressed characters and depicted stirring 
events. more than historical novel; depicts part the 
world reflected three-fold way: the spirit, emotion, and 
history. virile book throughout.’’ 

now come type work which not found any other 
writer. His Greek Landscapes (Griechische Landschaften), at- 
tempt write artistic description lanscape, has become the be- 
ginning entirely new orientation depicting nature. Be- 
fore Ponten, number German writers had described personal 
impressions and supplemented them slight archaeological 
knowledge. Ponten the first writer who comes his task fully 
equipped. trained geographer, geologist, and botanist. 
thoroughly home all the newest developments these 
fields. fact, himself has made least one important geologi- 
cal discovery. His knowledge not bookish nature. One 
his characters says: you know, science that must 
written with one’s has experienced and lived every- 
thing shall quote some his own words about 

geographer compiles the characteristic features 
this than the baker entitled call his dough 
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theology not religion, but merely servant religion, 

landscape certain definite experience the soul react- 
ing the surface the earth. Though cannot depicted un- 
ambiguously words, is, nevertheless, real. Many realms our 
soul take part experiencing landscape: the joy our senses 
color, space, width, distance; the feeling home, 
separation, the impulse investigate and 

romantic, purely subjective, personal feeling for nature 
which merely thinks itself into the world seems vanishing 
with us. has been replaced love which passionate and 
comprehending, classical and objective, and, speak, scientific 
because attempts think and feel from within the nature 
which has clearly 

impossible justice Ponten’s landscape description 
without following him his journeys through Greece, Italy, 
Egypt, and parts his own country. All can allude 
the perfection his art brief discussion and few typical 
illustrations. 

the his travels are surprised find that 
everything lives, breathes, and moves: see the mountain and 
know what evolution has come exist, see the soil and 
know what lies underneath. his short stories and novels land- 
scape does not resemble that Adalbert Stifter, the great painter 
minute detail, nor that Theodor Storm, the master land- 
paintings reflecting the inward feelings his characters. 
For Ponten landscape more important. organic part 
man; shapes his character such extent that cannot live 
without it, that often helpless when transplanted. For in- 
stance, his Novelle, The Island, landscape assumes important 
part the plot, perhaps the most important part. 

illustration will make this clear. The simple action 
follows: Spiridion, young monk, banished from his native 
country for minor offense. sent far away from the steep 
walls granite surrounding his native valley island the 
sea. young woman driven away from her home insane 
desire for activity and adventure chances this island. The 
two young people meet. attempt describe his suffering, 
Spiridion explains: 

the wide plateau this island and before the endless 
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surface the sea, waver; lose myself these spaces. need 
solid formations earth between which may rest emotions, 
and high walls against which they may lean. soul must 
torn out and the lines hills, and the red wall valley 
must flame before me. Between lofty mountains soul calm. 
Here tumbles intoxieated with infinity. must hear voice 
re-echoing from the earth; the earth must give back 
though she herself were speaking me. Here words echo 
the distance and drown the senseless roaring the sea. The 
infinite malady, and that why cannot find way 
the endless philosophy the 

The strange lady replies with description her native land, 
explaining the same time her presence the island. ‘‘Now 
know,’’ she says, ‘‘your native land and with half your soul: 

wide open country where flat highland descends 
into plain—a broad gentle stream out from the highland and 
with its silver plains, its little islands and pastures, loses itself 
the endless spread space, finally drowning distant fields. 
Tall poplars, almost slender your cypress trees, accompany 
the stream, diminishing lines, dots the distance, and draw- 
ing the glance out into infinity. winter the days are very short, 
just narrow gloomy slit light between two dark nights, and 
summer very, very long—longer than any you have been able 
see. will not become night, the sun will not set when your eye- 
lids have long since closed; and when last dips under the rim 
the earth, leaves pale twilight, white night the plain 
the soil. though you dared not forget this world for 
moment! And you have sunk wearily into sleep last, the day 
appears again and awakens you though say: ‘You have 
time sleep, you must work and aspire, provide and live.’ The 
people our land are imbued with great yearning for eternity, 
they are stirred constant inner 

These two characters are plainly depicted the result their 
native soil. Spiridion lost the infinity boundless space; 
the woman does not dare love lured away from her country 
the stream that wanders into distant lands, and the sun that 
gives her the feeling eternal restlessness. When they meet 
island the South Seas they are struck dazzling, torment- 
ing light which finally drives them into each other’s arms, and, 
the end, Spiridion into the sea. 
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interesting example landscape description found 
his Egyptian Landscapes. Here first gives bird’s-eye 
view the eountry though seen from airship. few bold 
strokes see the superb simplieity Egypt: 

‘‘Tmagine immense surface yellow—the desert—traversed 
two long strips green, the fertile land along the Nile; and 
between these two strips green, thread blue, the Nile. 
yellow plane two strips green and one blue, embraced 
the north and the south infinity.’’ 

The Babylonian Tower young lover wanders through 
beautifully kept garden surrounding magnificent mansion. 
agitated and aroused his vain search for his beloved. see 
the through his eyes—his feverish eyes—that is, with 
passion and intensity. 

Greek Landscapes, too, are made see Ponten himself 
does. see the beauty color and line well painter does, 
and, besides, all those details which only the trained scientist 
would notice. 

the year 1925 there appeared book that was enthusiasti- 
received all serious students architecture. bears the 
title Great Structures Which Have Never Been Built (Architektur, 
die nie gebaut wurde). book not written mathematician 
engineer, but artist, and painter who writes 
about scientific material. great many majestic buildings arise 
before us, structures monumental beauty for which expense 
has been considered too high, buildings erected true artists who, 
know, not think money. takes through architee- 
ture from the times the Cathedrals the present. 
see many splendid building destroyed useless wars never 
erected result wars, and hope that the cathedrals planned 
the past may some day become reality. find terse, graphic 
descriptions the cathedral StraBburg, the towers Ulm 
and Regensburg, the high house Perret representing skyscraper 
dating back the Renaissance; gigantic structures steel and 
conerete which take the threshhold the present. Ideal 
plans and prospects for national monuments and glance into 
cities the future conclude the book. This work the result 
extensive travels and first-hand studies and intense love for 
beauty architecture, for his biography Ponten tells that 
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has climbed the tower every Belgium and France. 
For the lover architeeture the book event. 

Ponten’s philosophy life cannot summed few 
words. Its foundation is, believe, deep and ardent longing for 
beauty and truth, and truth through beauty. brief autobio- 
graphical sketch writes: ‘‘It ideal true death true, 
genuine the stone genuine, simple the fall star 
simple. ...’’ This longing for truth, genuineness, and simplicity 
noticeable throughout his work. would rather guided 
the inner voice nature than pure reason. ‘‘Reason,’’ be- 
lieves, ‘‘does not know the way, nature alone knows; and nature 
will reveal the truth soon have given our pre- 
tentions and have become simple and devout.’’ 

poet and man feels deeply indebted his ancestors 
and his nation. modestry attributes whatever merit may 
have his forefathers who were peasants and tradesmen. This 
conception the individual and his people beautifully 
expressed the following passage: ‘‘One cannot feel except with 
and out his people. without one’s people without 
character. Our people and its impulses are the unconscious half 
our character and the largest part our unconscious soul. Only 
the foolish deny it. flee from one’s people flee from one’s 
self. One may ashamed his parentage, but cannot make 
his descent unreal. are not ourselves, are the last product 
mysterious ancestral motives. were before were, and 

feels indebted his people, feels indebted his 
nation. But critical. speak with his own words, 
neither ‘‘anxiously conservative nor fashionably radical;’’ 
anxious ‘‘ingrown organically into the texture national and 
human thoughts, and concerned with that which the Germans 
lack most all: consciousness self, consciousness their nation 
and number passages his work show how 
deeply and sincerely has penetrated German thought, and how 
earnestly endeavors clarify the German mind regard 
its innermost problems. ‘‘The thing with which must reproach 
the Germans their greatest shortcoming also the innermost 
essence own nature. The German humanly and ethically 
noble, but historically ineffective and pathetic.’’ justifies this 
contention numerous comparisons German history with that 
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other nations and showing distinetly that the most tragie 
trait the German his extreme individualism, which makes 
him ignore the teachings the past and the value tested tradi- 
tion. 

Very interesting also are his theories eoncerning art. His ex- 
tensive studies have led him this conclusion: ‘‘That which can 
learned art told three lines and that which eannot 
learned not libraries. The secret dense forests, the un- 
fathomable silent tree, the solitary hawk hanging the empty 
sky are better company for the growing poet than 
and inspiration—which must boundless—are almost the 
only things artist needs, the rest learned half 

convinced that our age one blind greed and rampant 
commercialism. money, and appetite rule; they have 
never ruled more sternly than this our self-confessed great and 
enlightened age. The age our fathers was modest,’’ says, 
its candle light the spirit could radiate and beauty 
could flourish. But overeat individuals, overeat 
nations, and the appetite nation 

constant haste and unrest produce ugliness, and ugliness 
turn makes for Here are reminded the poet who 
once said: ‘‘Good people are never hurry’’; and feel that 
one Ponten’s contemplative characters comes very near the 
truth when says: ‘‘The afternoon nap the secret all eul- 
ture.’’ few lines sums what thinks our age com- 
parison with the past: 

the beginning time had been presented with the 
knowledge the ages and asked when wanted born and 
what wanted become, should certainly not have selected our 
unholy age money with its coarse nationalistic might and its 
shameless scramble but rather the age the Franco- 
Gothic, the god-like kindred, when the French were still Franks 
aia one, and should have become sculptor, painter-on- 
glass, master builder the cathedral Rheims—or even 

Ponten now forty-five years old. was born small 
village the northwest corner Germany Raeren near Eupen, 
that is, part the land given Belgium after the World War. 
His father, was known his village Jack all 
trades’’ Tausendkiinstler). ran store, repaired watches 
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and clocks, carved ornaments and statues, and built barns and 
houses. was also the author and stage director Christmas 
plays which himself took part actor. Under his father’s 
eare Ponten became expert handling the tools carpenter, 
and since there were number younger children the family 
was called upon help things along much possible. 
takes pleasure telling that one his uncle, 
painter trade, bade him assist him painting new house-num- 
bers the houses village, and that that village still bears 
witness his early art. 

child ventured independent scholarly research. 
built observatory the roof his father’s house where 
studied with great care the movements the stars and even under- 
took daring mathematical later life was keenly 
conscious having lacked intelligent guidance during his early 
youth, guidance which would have obviated his attempt find out 
all things for himself. 

passed his boyhood years among artisans and peasants, far 
away from the city the midst the charming country the 
lower Rhine valley where developed his intense love for nature. 
Even student Aix-la-Chapelle always returned his 
native village Saturdays and Sundays order drive his 
grandmother’s cattle the pasture and spend several days 
solitude and most intimate contact with nature. 

Ponten was wanderer youth and wanderer now. 
His dynamic energy never allowed him settle down permanently. 
Having spent short time Geneva, Switzerland, wandered 
over the French Alps into Italy, where, doubt, conceived 
many his ideas regard the description landscape 
and genre literature. From Italy went 
Bonn the Rhine study philosophy, architecture, and history 
art. But very frequently interrupted his studies trips 
through Germany, Belgium, France, England, and Holland. 
did not settle down even after his marriage Julia von Broich, 
who accompanied him his extensive tours through all parts 
Europe, travels devoted first-hand study architecture, art, 
geography, and geology. Successively lived Aix-la-Chapelle, 
Berlin, Munich, Italy, Egypt, and Greece. His career during the 
World War has aptly been called parody his former life: 
fought France, Serbia, and Galicia; Poland, Montenegro, and 
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Albania Macedonia, the Alps and Roumania Constantinople, 
Riga, and Kiev. During the last eight years has been more 
less steadily living Munich, where most his work has been 
done. But the present time finds him this country trip 
around the world, preparation for series novels called 
Volk auf dem Wege, which may translated Emigrants. 
These novels will treat the wanderings the Germans their 
search for land and food. Beginning with the immigration into 
Russia the middle ages will end with the most recent immi- 
gration large numbers Germans into South America, Mexico, 
North America, Africa, and other countries. 

Where does Ponten stand among his contemporaries? The 
answer not easy for two reasons: first, because independ- 
ent personality and cannot aligned with any group modern 
and, secondly, because always difficult and frequently 
unjust pass judgment until time has tested the author’s work 
and has placed the proper perspective. can, however, say 
without exaggeration that contemporary critics, almost without 
exception, speak highly him. The fact that has not been 
translated yet means nothing. not always the best book 
that translated. 

Few will dispute the following statements his erities: His 
ways lead him far away from our worn-out patterns middle- 
European literary tradition.’’ ‘‘His originality and his peculiari- 
ties which rely solely his personal healthy feelings will first 
shock the spoiled connoisseur, but his work one richness, 
purity, and has keen insight into the manifold 
problems life; deep and thinker.’’ ‘‘In depict- 
ing difficult psychical problems, shows amazing graphicness 
and penetration.’’ one the strongest and most productive 
original scientific. Above all human being with 
unerring feeling for structure and form.’’ ‘‘He great 

may venture personal opinion, his greatest work does not 
lie the past, but the future. 
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DENKEN lehren ist eine der Hauptaufgaben der Schule, be- 
sonders der höheren Schule. Das hat man schon länger gewußt 
und wohl auch oft die Praxis umgesetzt. Aber die Forderung 
heute wieder mit allem Nachdruck erhoben wird, muß man den 
etwas peinlichen Rückschluß ziehen, daß diese Aufgabe nicht im- 
mer und überall den Vordergrund gerückt wird, wie die 
Würde der höheren Lehranstalt verlangt. 

Denken bedeutet über Prinzipien nachdenken, analysieren, 
Synthese schaffen, klassifizieren, urteilen, Schlüsse ziehen usw. 
Einige dieser Funktionen scheinen dem naturwissenschaftlichen 
Unterricht vorbehalten und allenfalls noch für die historischen und 
soziologischen Fächer gelten. erheben sich also die Fragen: 
Können wir Sprachunterricht zum Denken erziehen? Sollen 
wir auch zum Denken 

Die Sprache ist eine Kulturerscheinung, aber auch eine Natur- 
erscheinung, und als ist sie nicht nur nachahmbar, lernbar, 
sondern auch hohem Grade geeignet für Analyse, Klassifizierung, 
Generalisierung, Synthese. Schon die Tatsache, daß überhaupt 
Regeln gibt, ist ein deutlicher Hinweis auf die Möglichkeit, die 
Methode der Erarbeitung Unterricht verwenden. Denn 
auch der Naturwissenschaft sind die Regeln und Gesetze längst 
gefunden; aber ein raoderner Lehrer der Naturwissenschaft dürfte 
kaum wagen, seinen Schülern die Prinzipien seiner Wissenschaft 
autoritär aufzudrängen oder sie heimlich und hinterrücks 
übermitteln, wie das unser Durchschnittsunterricht versucht. 

Auch wir können mit der Beobachtung der Tatsachen beginnen 
und den Schüler die Regeln selbst finden lassen. Nehmen wir ein 
verhältnismäßig einfaches aber sehr instruktives Beispiel aus der 
Grammatik, das Passiv. dem dieser Aufgabe gehörigen 
Lesestücke mögen sich folgende Sätze mit passiven Konstruktionen 
befinden. 

Der Mörder wurde von den Wächtern ergriffen. 

ist von dem Richter zum Tode verurteilt worden. 
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Diese beiden Sätze genügen zur Ableitung der Hauptregeln über 
das Passiv unter der einen (wohl selbstverständlichen) Voraussetz- 
ung, daß Hilfszeitwort behandelt worden ist. 

Die analysierenden Fragen, die sich auf die Form des Passivs 
beziehen, lauten: 

Mit welchem Hilfszeitwort wird das Passiv gebildet? Antwort: 
Mit dem Hilfszeitwort ‘‘werden.’’ 

Welche Form des Begriffsverbs wird Passiv 
Antwort: Das Partizip des Perfekts. 

weleher Form erscheint das Partizip des Perfekts von 

Schreiben Sie die sechs Zeiten von ‘‘ich werde’’ die Tafel 
Der Schüler schreibt: ich werde usw. 

Fügen Sie das Partizip von ‘‘ergreifen’’ hinzu! Wie heißen 
dann die sechs Zeiten des Passivs von 
wort: ich werde ergriffen usw. 

Das zweite Problem des Passivs ist die Umwandlung des Aktivs 
ins Passiv. Auch dieses Problem lösen die Schüler ohne Schwierig- 
keit aus dem Vergleich der folgenden Sätze. 

Der Wächter ergriff den Mörder. Der Mörder wurde von dem 
Wächter ergriffen. 

Was wird aus dem direkten Objekt (‘‘den Mörder’’) Passiv? 
Das Subjekt (‘‘Der Mörder’’). 

weleher Form erscheint das Subjekt (‘‘Der Wächter’’) 
passiven Dativ mit 

bleibt nur noch die Behandlung des Dativobjekts, und des 
unbestimmten Pronomens ‘‘man.’’ Die Regel ergibt sich aus dem 
Vergleich dieser beiden Sätze: 

Man gab ihm die Freiheit wieder. Ihm wurde die Freiheit 
wiedergegeben. 

welehem Kasus erscheint das indirekte Objekt auch 
Dativ. 

Welches Wort fällt Passiv weg Man. 

Man hat oft genug den Einwand erhoben, die Schüler seien für 
Abstraktionen nicht reif. Darauf ist antworten: Sind 
wir nicht dazu Lehrer, unsere Schüler zum Denken reif 
machen? Wenn sie der höheren Schule nicht abstrahieren kön- 

Die grammatischen Fragen sind hier der Einheitlichkeit wegen deut- 


scher Sprache gegeben. Damit ist keine Empfehlung des Gebrauches der 
Fremdsprache bei der Ableitung der grammatischen Regeln beabsichtigt. 
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nen, dann ist schwer ihnen gesündigt worden. Wenn sie 
der Mittelschule können, dann ist Zeit, sie zum Denken 
anzuleiten. Sie werden überrascht sein, wieviel mehr Denk- 
fähigkeit und Denkbedürfnis auch der mittelmäßige Schüler be- 
sitzt, als der Lehrer anzunehmen geneigt ist. 

Sollen wir Sprachunterricht zum Denken erziehen? Un- 
bedingt. Denn ist vorteilhaft für den Betrieb des Sprach- 
unterrichts. Der Schüler wird aus seiner unkontrollierbaren Pas- 
sivität aufgestört. muß auf Frage gefaßt sein, die nur 
durch Denken lösen kann; muß darum wenigstens versuchen 
mitzudenken. Dies bedeutet aber, daß schon die Klassenstunde 
zum intensiven Lernen verwenden muß; den Schüler dazu be- 
wegen, ist bekanntlich eine der Hauptschwierigkeiten eines jeden 
Lehrers. Die unter aktiver Mitarbeit der Schüler gefundenen 
werden von diesen viel schneller, und sicherer 
verstanden als die meisten autoritativ beigebrachten Regeln—und 
darum auch viel schneller, leichter und sicherer gelernt und ange- 
wandt. Zunächst mag als Zeitverschwendung erscheinen, dem 
Schüler außer der Sprache auch noch Denken beizubringen. Aber 
nach Lektionen wird man bemerken, daß diese Methode 
der Erarbeitung Grunde ein Zeitgewinn ist. Eigentlich ist das 
natürlich, die Sprache ein geordneter Ausdruck von Gedanken 
ist, wobei die Ordnung vom Gedanken abhängig ist. 

Wir sollten die Methode der Erarbeitung schon deshalb 
Sprachunterricht einführen, damit auch unsern als technisch 
etwas mißachteten Unterricht den Anfangsgründen der Fremd- 
sprache auf ein höheres Niveau erheben; das schulden wir uns 
selbst. Dem Schüler, der Schule und dem Leben aber schulden 
wir die Erziehung zum selbstdenkenden Menschen. 
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the publication the seventeenth volume now press 
the Modern Foreign Language Study will presumably bring its 
monumental task close. While many the monographs will 
frequently consulted the rank and file teachers because 
their practical nature, others will only appeal small group 
progressive teachers who understand and are attracted modern 
forms educational research. There one volume, however, 
which all teachers modern languages should read, bring- 
ing its reading all the understanding that they possess. Pro- 
fessor Coleman’s Report, The Teaching Modern Foreign Lan- 
guages the United States, there has been epitomized the findings 
the Committee which began its inquiries over five years ago. 
Teachers will not always find the report easy reading, but that 
due fault the author for has done his task with rare 
skill. The difficulties arise from the nature and wealth the 
material synthesized. But the difficulties will not found 
too great for even the average teacher, and careful study its 
pages will contribute much clarify his mind the modern lan- 
guage situation this country and foster his professional growth. 

generation ago there appeared the Report the Committee 
Twelve, the first important attempt survey the modern 
language situation this country. only natural therefore 
that teachers, least those the older generation, should compare 
the old with the new. one contrasts the two reports one realizes 
once the fundamental difference mode approach. The 
Committee Twelve, sure, sent out questionnaire (The 
form unknown me), and they doubtless took the answers into 
consideration formulating their report, but represented 
largely, one feels sure, the collective wisdom the best minds. 
Indeed, one might also hazard the guess that those ultimately re- 
sponsible for the wording the report were large measure 
likewise responsible for most the ideas expressed therein. That 
was the manner which things were done those days. The best 
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minds formulated ‘‘um den grünen set guiding prin- 
ciples and then proceeded set forth how such principles were 
put into practice. The Report the Committee Twelve 
sort textbook guide teachers their work, and would 
difficult estimate properly the great influence has had all these 
years upon the teaching modern languages this country. 
Such textbook principles and practice has its advantages. 
naturally appeals that ever large body teachers who like 
told what each step the way. 

The Report written Professor Coleman not textbook 
the sense mentioned above. the contrary, thoroughly 
keeping with the spirit and aim the new committee which started 
out find out what the modern languages were doing the Year 
Grace 1925. There may have been many who thought that there 
should come out the Study similar, but bigger and more 
detailed report than that the Committee Twelve; mean one 
that would embody substantiated principles and accompany them 
definite procedure which the average teacher could safely use 
the task instruction. But any one who reads the voluminous 
reports the newer Committee will once realize the impossibility, 
the futility trying perform any such task the present time. 
The Committee through its spokesman has, believe, done the wiser 
thing. has presented the facts that have come out this far 
reaching, costly study and left the teachers draw, for 
the most part, their own conclusions. Briefly stated the salient 
facts brought out the committee are follows: (1) The normal 
length course this country is, has been for generations, 
two years. 1925 for about per cent. the pupils the 
public and private schools, two years the maximum period 
study the subject. Ten per cent. the total enrolment found 
the third year classes, and only 1.7 per cent. the fourth year. 
The reasons for this great mortality pupils after the second year 
are complex, but the facts are clear, and force one the conclusion 
that must provide this normal course with reasonable objectives 
and all our power attain them. the same time, how- 
ever, should make provision for those chosen few who are 
pursue the subject for the longer periods. Truly easy task. 

(2) The Report compelled the facts conclude that read- 
ing the only sensible and possible chief instrumental objective 
set this country. And surely there can valid criticism 
this standpoint. 
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(3) spite the fact that the reading objective has long been 
held thoughtful teachers, whether the course two four 
years’ duration, the results show that pupils not reach the goal, 
certainly not two years, and many pupils even after longer 
period can not said read the foreign language with any real 
degree ease. 

(4) reading the skill cultivated, then logically 
follows that everything should thought and integrated 
terms its contribution reading ability. 

Since the beginning foreign language study schools there 
has always been conflict between two objectives. Shall attempt 
give pupils oral control reading control? this country 
there has grown during the past generation widespread belief 
the value of.oral practice, either objective itself 
means the end—reading. The Report means disposed 
take the ground that all oral practice shall abandoned, does, 
however rightly hold that should regarded solely con- 
tributory element reading ability. And implication also 
suggests that many teachers are spending too much time and too 
little purpose teaching oral control, and are giving too little 
thought the only defensible aim—the teaching reading. And 
what true oral work applies equally well the röle which the 
teaching grammar still plays the modern language course. 

(5) The Report presents lastly suggestions for the improvement 
the course from the standpoint reading. The defect 
the average reading course that consists the translation 
one language interpretation very small number pages 
text. This socalled extensive reading misnomer. The rate 
reading the foreign language should bear much closer resemblance 
that which children can maintain reading their own language. 
That extensive reading proper. the basis certain experi- 
ments extensive reading, carried largely college classes, but 
few high school classes well, the Report strongly advises fur- 
ther experimentation along similar lines. Against the desirability 
teaching pupils cover ground, read extensively pos- 
sible, there argument. But while personally favor 
trying out any plan that aims increasing reading ability, wish 
the following pages brief compass point out number 
fundamental adjustments that must made before this idea can 
put into general practice below the college age-level. doing 
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shall course reiterate points which already form part 
the Report itself. 

Although eonvinced until experimentation proves the con- 
trary that intensive work during the early stages small amount 
connected material will the long run equip pupils better 
cope with the main object the course, reading, yet beginning 
could made the ability cover ground from the 
very outset. Since time immemorial the so-called grammar has 
been accompanied reader. Unfortunately the latter has always 
been badly graded and badly correlated with the basic book. The 
authors have taken little pains see that high percentage 
the words were common the two books. More recently com- 
bination grammar-reader type beginners’ book has appeared, 
but far can judge, the connected material gone over 
extensively has not been clearly set apart from that which 
gone over intensively. any rate, the so-called extensive reading 
matter such nature that can not read rapidly. be- 
lieve that would possible capitalize better than done 
present the language material contained beginners’ books the 
form extensive reading. Would not possible, for example, 
present connection with the short selections that now form 
should form the basis the successive lessons, connected passages 
which the author consciously tries use his stock material over 
again? could either elaborate the original ‘story’ better 
still tell brand new story. New words would skilfully woven 
into the fabric, but only moderation, and nowhere should this 
new reading matter burdensome the pupils. first these 
extra passages would necessity rather short, but the course 
proceeded they could become longer and, must assume that 
pupils acquire greater skill, would eventually lead extensive 
reading the sense intended the Report. 

gradation were alone considered would possible 
plan extensive reading course the made-to-order plan. 
could have series readers which the vocabulary load would 
carefully adjusted all times develop the newer con- 
ception reading ability. Unfortunately there are many teachers 
who would strenuously object course reading composed 
largely constructed texts. And suppose they are justified 
rejecting such plan unless the material wrought with much skill 
and artistry. But there will always weakness our short 
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language course under the present system selecting the suc- 
cessive textbooks the course. this country usual for the 
teacher choose beginners’ book one author, reader 
different author. The texts that follow are not only different 
foreign authors, but often edited from different points view. 
Abroad not uncommon for writer textbooks plan out 
well-nigh complete, well articulated course. Particularly the suc- 
cessive basic books are carefully superimposed each other. 
Moreover, the several editions differ according the age pupil 
and the kind school which they are used. Some such 
plan, believe, will ultimately have employed the two year 
courses this country. Indeed such series have been attempted 
from time time, but never way thinking successfully 
for the pupil high school age. Even those written ostensibly for 
college students recent years could have been much improved, 
their authors had given more attention the fundamental prob- 
lem the vocabulary, its selection and its distribution. 

Assuming that teachers will still selecting reading mate- 
rial from the large number natural texts, the organization 
extensive reading course presents many difficulties. all these 
years teaching have never solved the reading problem after 
the initial stage. The texts that have are measure the out- 
come our common attitude toward reading. There strong 
tradition this country that the material chosen for reading shall 
rise rapidly from the standpoint difficulty. Extensive reading 
could mean the best the translation comparatively few pages 
aterm. And can mean nothing else unless are able plan 
course which will allow pupils travel with ever increasing speed 
across almost level plain. will always impossible gather 
momentum and speed steep gradient. not wholly our 
fault that our readnig courses are badly graded; lies partly 
the nature the literary texts that are available for class use. 
However carefully they are chosen, pupils will have contend with 
not only new thought but with vocabulary which largely new 
with each successive text. Undoubtedly much could learned 
from further studies along lines suggested Professor 
although smaller number new words occurring within given 
area does not necessarily imply that the text easier reading. 

Vocabulary Difficulties and Textbook Selection, Modern Language Jour- 
nal, Vol. 11, pp. 290. 
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Teachers will now have opportunity check texts from the 
standpoint vocabulary relationship with the aid the word 
lists published the Study and believe will have salutory 
upon the choice reading far gradation in- 
volved. The fact remains, however, that the rapid piling new 
words conjunction with change thought will always make 
diffieult adjust the load the immature beginner, the reading 
course consist largely stories culled directly from foreign 
sources. 

Long before the War there were number texts published 
which served give pupils some knowledge the foreign peoples 
whose language they were studying. Since the War the broader 
term Kulturkunde now being substituted for the older one— 
Realia. And are now being made develop reading 
course round the idea implied the name. The reading the 
foreign languages should contribute definitely the pupils’ knowl- 
edge and appreciation the foreign people. must admitted, 
however, that selecting material from this point view, 
have not made the problem gradation easier solution. The 
Kulturkundliches Lesebuch suggests reading matter the form 
fragments. Short selections different topics will probably al- 
ways contain larger vocabulary within given number pages 
than the complete text, particularly the story type. Further- 
more, the Kulturkunde principle made the basis selection, 
the difficulties are not confined vocabulary. The selections will 
necessity contain many new facts, describe life and situations more 
less remote from the everyday life the learner. So, while 
may possible supply the pupil with some material this 
nature which can read extensively, feel that most will have 
put into the intensive reading class. Slower reading, made 
even more the enlightening comments the teacher, will 
contribute better the pupils’ understanding and pleasure than 
the reading hurried, extensive reading must perforce be. 
Extensive reading along lines Kulturkunde had better take the 
form reading English books that throw light upon the foreign 
civilizations. 

far subject matter concerned, then, believe shall 
still have rely largely upon stories which are selected from 
the standpoint interest and ease comprehension rather than 
from that cultural principle. Much could undoubtedly done 
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towards solving the problem extensive reading, teachers would 
reconstruct their ideas with regard gradation, they could 
induced think far less terms vertical ascent and far more 
horizontal extension. Some the texts now the market 
would then available and diligent search foreign literature 
might reveal others that were even more suitable. Ultimately, how- 
ever, the proper solution lies the simplification literary texts. 
Many interesting texts would better adapted for extensive read- 
ing purposes difficult passages, sentences, words were either 
deleted or, wherever possible, recast simpler form. easily 
possible this way reduce the vocabulary least per 
cent. the normal, literary text there are from per 
the words which appear but once, and even those that are 
found five times under constitute nearly per cent. the 
vocabulary. Many the words, sentences even passages found 
text are sense blemishes what might otherwise re- 
garded suitable material. elimination, then, and particu- 
larly getting many words possible out the ‘‘one 
the now difficult task providing suitable texts would more nearly 
approach adequate solution. need hardly draw attention 
the fact that has often been done the case music and fre- 
quently also the literature our mother tongue. Moreover, 
have never hesitated eliminate from foreign texts passages which 
were considered undesirable for school use. Novels too long for 
class purposes have also been much reduced size. goes without 
saying that changes should made with the utmost care and that 
would limit the choice the works authors longer living. 
Once the principle were accepted would even feasible pro- 
vide sequence texts such nature that pupils would 
time burdened with undue number new words. Pedagogi- 
eally speaking the idea sound. Whether will done 
sufficiently large scale another matter. The fundamental objec- 
tions such plan are obvious. Many will undoubtedly hesitate 
sanctioning such operation artistic and ethical grounds. 

Even the difficulties have mentioned above can reason- 
ably well solved, there remains the thorny questions how, when 
and where extensive reading cultivated. 

extensive reading regarded the goal then must 
originate and carried extensively within the classroom. 
must abandon the old idea supplementary reading which for 
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the most part was done outside the elassroom walls and bore little 
relation the work whole. means that must find time 
for and develop satisfactory technique control it. The Re- 
port suggests that time can gained recast our ideas with 
regard two factors modern language practice today— 
grammar and oral practice. 

While means favor slipshod work any ele- 
ment the course that essential—and knowledge the funda- 
mentals grammar and vocabulary essential—I 
that great deal valuable time wasted the overlearning 
grammar the form paradigms. too miuch steeped 
tradition hold that can entirely dispense with teaching them. 
But any rate functional grammar, living grammar exercises are 
preferable formal drills mere paradigms and should think 
far more interesting the pupils. Pupils spend many hours 
learning and reciting language material form never used 
the language proper. Indeed many the forms are purely hypo- 
thetical, least far their experience will go, forms which 
will infrequently that they had far better learned 
During the recent Summer Session, while discussing 
the topic formal grammar, made what the students regarded 
somewhat rash statement. suggested that student should 
take 100 pages French narrative prose and play similar 
length would not find the necessary verb forms make 
paradigm the active voice, even all forms 
the twenty-five verbs having the highest frequency 
the French language. The results bore out statement; there 
were number indicative and notably subjunctive forms lack- 
ing. One would course foolish infer from this that the 
traditional organization verb forms should abandoned. 
does indicate, seems me, that far greater attention should 
given teaching those forms which are common and that for pur- 
poses reading many verb forms need only taught vocabu- 
ascertain how far one can high school classes with the teaching 
other chapters grammar vocabulary. Careful organization 
other than that the formal kind and careful distribution will 
undoubtedly necessary bewilderment not follow when 
dealing with the immature mind. There are many pitfalls into 
which one likely stumble. Excellent teaching, however, may 
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able keep elear the treacherous ground which ever near 
hand when pupils are not well grounded through abundant prac- 
tice the commonest forms, words and sentence structure. There 
limit beyond which shall not able go, but where that 
lies only careful experimentation, not much with the highly 
selected college group but with the immature, heterogeneous groups 
pupils found high schools today. 

The statement made the Report suggesting possible decrease 
the amount emphasis given oral work, espeeially the 
shorter two year course, bound call forth many objeetions from 
those who have long been wedded the idea the direct prin- 
ciple. For many years have been firm believer the efficacy 
oral work element method, partieularly for beginners 
the pre-college level. can become important means end. 
Flexibility method, pace, and with judgment interest are few 
the terms that one justified using its praise. Even for 
reading some degree control required both vocabulary and 
language forms. its best oral work and all implies modern 
language method undoubtedly gives higher degree repetition 
and more interesting form than any other kind procedure. 
Reading alone exceedingly slow way acquiring repetition 
the common stock words and itself bewildering 
and monotonous way for young people learn cope with the 
structural forms the language. The scene shifts rapidly 
confuse and yet not rapidly enough vocabulary repetition 
sought. How much control the elementary vocabulary and 
forms necessary still moot question. But this cer- 
tain, the field covered through oral practice should limited 
stock words just large enough give interesting practice 
the use the commonest grammatical and sentence forms the 
language. This particularly necessary where the course does not 
extend beyond the two year period. However attractive the oral 
goal is, the position modern languages this country does not 
justify employing oral practice beyond the point strictly re- 
quired preparation for reading. The Report gives clear evi- 
dence that there considerable lost motion modern language 
classes due the fact that teachers not organize oral work 
with this definite purpose view. Word and idiom counts should 
helpful this connection. Not that teachers need hesitate 
introduce now and then for the sake interest words that 
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not appear high the list frequeney. Interest should al- 
ways take precedence over repetition, however important the latter 
factor all learning. But ‘‘alles mit Maß.’’ 

Given the time won from the better organization grammar 
and oral work and conjunction with adequate number 
simple texts, there doubt that the amount reading can 
greatly increased. goes without saying that teachers will have 
develop new technique meet the new situation, procedure 
that will vary with the conditions work and pupil material. They 
will have experiment with regard kind control expected 
pupils and the manner control. The degree comprehension 
demanded extensive reading will doubtless trouble teachers who 
are accustomed expect pupils understand each word comes 
along. Personally not think necessary require any such 
perfection. meet with words, even sentences the reading 
our own mother tongue which for some reason another not 
Yet have reason content with our understand- 
ing the book whole. The thing determine after all 
whether pupils are interested enough read on. can 
assured that interest present, them one need not worry much even 
though pupil upon examination hardly gets more than passing 
mark. But will not acquire slipshod habits? Will not mope 
and idle his time away? have doubt that many shirkers will 
found even under the best teachers. have them now, have 
too question the advisability trusting extensive 


not? 
Paralleling alternating with there should 


reading alone. 
some material read carefully and slowly. 

conclusion, while the goal—extensive reading—is laudable 
one, the writer the Report means offers panacea ready 
Those the Committee sponsoring the suggestion urge experi- 
mentation, much experimentation under varied conditions. Per- 
sonally not only anxious have experiments carried on, 
confident that with greater continuity aim and effort much 
can done increase the amount and quality reading control, 
teachers throughout the country become, the jargon the 
salesman, ‘‘reading 
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Editor the GERMAN QUARTERLY: 


Please allot some space your journal for the following 
comments the Wm. Price your November 
issue the report which prepared for the Modern Foreign Lan- 
guage Study. 

Mr. Price correctly interprets the findings presented the 
volume indicating the desirability very considerably increas- 
ing the amount reading the first two years the modern 
language course—and ail other years—since attainment 
ability read the foreign language the real sense the 
word one the chief objectives, is, fact, the one instru- 
mental objective that generally accepted the most useful, both 
during the period study and thereafter, and, the same time, 
the one instrumental objective that attainable considerable 
measure the ‘‘elementary’’ period. does not, however, 
enumerate the reasons that the author the report 
adopt this hypothesis. These were, first conclusive demonstra- 
tion test results and the testimony large number 
representative teachers that none the instrumental objectives 
are now being attained more than per cent., most, the 
two year group; and, second, considerable amount positive 
evidence that much more progress can made toward the ability 
read this goal kept steadily view and not regarded 
though skill this direction will develop automatically conse- 
quence the other types practice which modern language 
class time now chiefly devoted. this positive evidence Mr. 
Price seems attribute importance only West’s valuable ex- 
periment India. had read Bilingualism, which the 
somewhat unsatisfactory title book and not 
teaching English, would have learned that was the failure 
Bengali children attain any real control over English, despite 
the fact that they had had for many years the same type motiva- 
tion which, according Mr. Price, renders their case inappli- 
cable the American situation, that led Principal West make 
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the experiment the hope discovering way out, least 
one direction. 

Mr. Price takes account the experiments Iowa and 
Missouri (pp. 151-155), nor similar experiment Illinois 
(Modern Language Journal, XII, pp. 385-390), nor the progress 
made Direct Method classes the school reported pp. 148- 
150. Two these cases affected college students only, but since 
writing those pages have had access experi- 
ment carried Iowa City with high school classes with strik- 
ingly similar results. Dr. Peter Hagboldt’s articles reporting 
progress his college classes German conducted with the read- 
ing objective the first consideration have appeared Modern 
Language Journal, Jahrbuch für deutsche Sprache und Päda- 
gogik, and the pages this review. All these investigators 
worked independently and followed somewhat different procedures. 
the Direct Method classes school referred the report 
(pp. 249-256 and chart 31), the instructor would have taken 
toward the conclusions the report much the same attitude that 
Mr. Price takes now had foreseen what they would be, but the 
fact that reading was kept the foreground, with the result that 
his pupils had three four times much practice others 
equally well conducted schools, probably explains why their test 
results were superior this respect. 

The report does not maintain that this evidence, which more 
varied and more trustworthy that Mr. Price seems have realized, 
wholly sufficient (p. 170). insists that more work must 
done both test more fully the results these experiments and 
develop improved techniques applying the general principle 
its soundness further confirmed more testimony (pp. 
167). 

Mr. Price’s assertion that the report wholly ignores the fact 
that American child has learned speak English before 
learns read not entirely (p. 160). The matter 
not discussed length because the evidence points sufficiently 
strong similarity between learning read the vernacular and 
foreign language justify the application experimental 
findings one field the other. established, for example, 
that reading ability the vernacular, imperfectly acquired be- 
poor guidance inadequate practice both, fades away 
just completely few years the partial reading skill now 
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acquired very large proportion our modern language 
students.* 

the early stages reading English the American child 
must build associations between strange symbols and sounds 
and concepts that already acquainted with. beginning 
read foreign tongue must associate strange symbols with strange 
sounds and with familiar concepts. Obviously the association be- 
tween symbol and sound more quickly established and better 
retained when the second element already familiar. is, how- 
ever, question degree rather than kind and the analogy 
holds for the process which reading skill gained, not for the 
rapidity. Yet the high school freshman beginning read modern 
language has such immense advantage over the six year old 
maturity the fact that has, presumably, already attained 
the reading attitude English, that this goes much further level 
down the differences than one might think. 

Mr. Price presents picture the consternation 
caused among those ‘‘who have fought and struggled 
appealing ear, tongue, eye and hand, with endless drill exer- 
all kinds’’ the doctrines implied and expressed the 
report. had taken the trouble read the suggestions for 
classroom activities (pp. 271-272), would have seen that the 
proposed method for the ‘‘elementary’’ course ear and tongue and 
eye would constantly appealed to, that some written work 
advocated well intensive reading practice. the ‘‘endless 
drill exereises,’’ which obviously have speaking and writing 
their primary aims, that are given less classroom time until 
the reading attitude developed. They have much larger place 
the third and fourth years when this stage has been definitely 
reached (p. 167). 

aware the fact that the report is, the nature the 
case, not very easy reading. was impossible make so, 
but careful students modern language problems will tol- 
erate this because their serious interest the subject. Many 
persons, however, will prefer take their judgments from others, 
especially from those whose names carry weight the pro- 
fession. have such high respect for Mr. Price and for his 
contributions teaching our field that too might tempted 


See Burgess, May Ayres, Measurement Silent Reading, Russell Sage 
Foundation, 1921, pp. 11-13. 
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accept his spirited five page interpretation rather for- 
midable volume three hundred pages rather than plough 
through for myself. That the chief reason why think 
desirable point out that this case his presentation the sub- 
ject not altogether well founded. Another reason that Mr. 
Price, article the French Review for October, 1929—for 
two-gun man, say Chicago—declares that the sec- 
ondary school modern languages can best yield only ‘‘foun- 
dation.’’ other words, more pessimistic about the pos- 
sible results our labors than are his standards much 
higher that and are not talking about the same thing? The 
enrollment figures show that only about per cent.—and not 
per cent. his article implies—do more than two years the sub- 
ject school, and that relatively few, even those who enter col- 
lege with modern language entrance credits, continue the subject 
there. Hence one would like know what the value this 
foundation which superstructure erected. The report 
proposes the more cheering hypothesis, which supported the 
observation many teachers, and experimental evidence which 
Mr. Price treats very disrespectfully the two articles referred 
to, that possible two years for much larger number 
pupils than present the case attain sufficient skill read- 
ing modern language, learn enough about its structure, and 
make sufficient contacts with the foreign people and their 
country, that they reach definitely useful stage skill, 
knowledge and attitudes. may say, sure, that this 
only foundation even the newly fledged doctor philosophy 
has, the judgment more mature scholars, only laid founda- 
tion. the pupil who attains this stage abandons the language 
entirely, will retrogade reading ability, but very probably, 
less rapidly than the one who has learned more grammar and 
written more exercises, but whose reading experience has been 
limited the 325 pages that represent the maximum reading ex- 
perience most two year pupils. 

for Mr. Price’s grim figure the watery grave which awaits 
the neophyte swimming who goes near the water, one can only 
speculate his surprise the novice should intelligent enough 
turn with swimming instructor direct his first strokes. 
The report assumes the presence well graded texts and 
instructor important condition the language learning pro- 
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cess, and instruetors who have mastered well Mr. Price 
optimistically thinks they have the difficult technique teaching 
what call the Direct Method, can trusted make the rela- 
tively slight readjustments necessary order give first place 
the period practice (reading and 
hearing) rather than the practice ‘‘expression’’ (speaking 
and writing) which now prevails most our 


ALGERNON 
THE UNIVERSITY CHICAGO. 


Managing Editor, GERMAN QUARTERLY. 


Dear Sir: 


The article Mr. Wm. Price the November number the 
GERMAN QUARTERLY criticising adversely certain aspects Pro- 
fessor Coleman’s volume The Teaching Foreign Languages 
the United States ought answered. hope you will re- 
ceive many letters concerning it. brief letter one can point 
out only few items Mr. Price’s article and attempt show 
their weakness. 

The notion that there are only two methods, direct transla- 
tion, seems quite erroneous. Experiments the University 
Chicago covering nine years, and the University Iowa cover- 
ing five years and conducted the college level, together with 
experiment the University Iowa High School covering three 
years, indicated possibilities third method that emphasizes 
neither oral work nor translation. 

reason for trying new plan rises from the fact that present 
methods not give uniform satisfaction. Unfavorable 
from laymen, students and ‘‘educationalists’’ all indicate that 
there room for improvement. 

Because certain moves were made 1908 does not necessarily 
mean that moves can made 1930. 

The reason why better results did not come from efforts and 
drill ‘‘absolute may found the fact that lan- 
guage far too complicated acquired all its aspects 
two years, hardly four. 

What ‘‘absolutely the objective reading, 
certainly there little need for the hours spent composition, 
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matical details. far motivation concerned, what motive 
can student have for ‘‘absolute essentials’’ unless can see 
immediate purpose their acquirement? 

The fact that immigrants this country often acquire mas- 
tery English short time does not seem have 
much bearing the foreign language instruction school. 
The immigrant has every possible motive and opportunity for 
acquiring English. 

one who has given the matter much attention can suppose 
that reading foreign language can acquired just reading 
acquired the vernacular. 

one expected learn 5000 words active vocabulary. 
For reading knowledge the acquisition passive vocabulary 
even 2500 words will put the student very good position. 

For reading hardly need sentence ‘‘synthesis’’ word 
analysis, but sentence analysis and sentence and paragraph com- 
prehension. 

indeed poor reading technique that permits pupils 
slip merely ‘‘going through the 

Does speaking ability unexercised remain with one longer than 
reading ability also unexercised 

Reading least skill readily acquired and one that will 
serve basis for other skill time permits. 


yours, 


CHARLES Young, 
Chairman, Department Romance Languages. 


THE UNIVERSITY WISCONSIN, 
UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 


REVIEWS 


Übungsgrammatik. Ernest World Book Company. 
348 pp. Price $1.48. 


conviction that much would gained the field 
pedagogy, the word could elimi- 
nated for some time, since too many cases used with very 
little discrimination. least, believe wrong make the 
development Sprachgefiihl the aim grammar. For, gram- 
mar not concerned with the irrational side the language, but, 
the contrary, with the rational side it, with that 
language which can brought into the rational form rules. 
Also from the standpoint mnemonic economy distinction should 
made between grammatical minimum which acquired 
through active reasoning and the development Sprachgefühl 
which can only gained through steady, more less passive 
with the language. this point view shall base 
Mr. Dodge’s book. 

The grammatical structure the language the 
distribution closely related rules over too many chapters: e.g., 
the conjugation spread over (out 38) lessons without any 
attempt gather the elements any one chapter. the other 
hand, the prepositions, which are such burden the memory, 
are treated one single lesson. 

When the author requires that the vocabulary should 
learned the beginning the lesson order ‘‘to save the trouble 
looking new words whenever they (p. XII), 
this is, course, incompatible with the purpose the book, the 
teaching Sprachgefühl, since the basic unit the language 
not the word but the sentence, and the real meaning word can 
only derived from the sentence. 

Translation exercises are most given before the student 
has met German passage the vocabulary used them; 
achievement required before the student has had 
any chance developing Sprachgefiihl. 

the end each lesson reading text given, which un- 
fortunately way related the lesson either grammar 
vocabulary. 

(1) The grammatical aim obscured Unübersichtlichkeit: 
lack precision the aim each lesson, too much splitting the 
problems, lack summary tables. 

(2) The specific aim the author, development the Sprach- 
gefühl, missed because the word made the point departure 


REVIEWS 


and because the importance translation into the foreign lan- 
guage very much overstressed. 
(3) The pedagogical aim too low, sinee mechanical memoriz- 
ing given preference over the active use the reasoning faculty. 
SMITH COLLEGE. 


Grundzüge der Deutschkunde herausgegeben von Dr. Hof- 
staetter und Dr. Panzer. Erster Band, 1925; Zweiter Band 
hgg. von Dr. Hofstaetter und Dr. Schnabel, 1929. Teub- 
ner, Leipzig und Berlin. 


The publication the second volume this excellent manual 
will greeted all friends German with pleasure and interest. 
splendid fulfilment the hopes attached Hofstaetter’s 
Deutschkunde published 1917, and realization far unsur- 
passed its scope defined the editors: 

bewußter Zurückstellung des Einmaligen, Zufälligen, 
nur geschichtlich Interessanten überall tunlichst dasjenige heraus- 
zuarbeiten, was für das Wesen deutscher Art und ihre Entfaltung 
bedeutsam gewesen ist, was die Gegenwart hinein lebendig fort- 
dauert.’’ 

Indeed, the work turns out thoroughly modern 
riß der deutschen whose chapters have been 
tributed competent specialists, and thus, these chapters are 
likely offer interesting material not only the tyro, but here 
and there the master also. other work the same size 
could one find such concise and yet satisfactory information 
history, evolution prose style, versification, music, and 
the fine arts the first volume the work, whose authors are 
Bojunga, Brandi, Boucke, Heusler, Abert, and Neumann; the just 
published second volume, however, truly indispensable any- 
one seriously interested Germany and the German mind. The 
geography the German land dealt with along broad lines 
Fritz Gräntz, the political development Franz Schnabel, mili- 
tary history General Freytag-Loringhoven, and private 
law Fr. Giese, economics Robert Michels, religious history, 
and Protestant, Bigelmair and Beyer, my- 
thology Neckel, and folk-lore Spamer. The value 
each chapter enhanced selective bibliography. times, 
one wishes the bibliography had been somewhat more copious; 
brief characterizations the bibliographical items would also 
have been additional value. would take many specialists 
there are chapters enter into detailed criticism the work; 
the reviewer thankful for the wealth information offered 
the two volumes. Especial attention deserved the chapter 
Prose Style the first volume, contributed Ewald Boucke, 
which strangely has reference Walzel’s Gehalt und Gestalt, 
but whose bibliography otherwise might have served model for 
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the other chapters also. Schnabel’s essay the De- 
velopment might cavilled for certain theses (e.g., the rela- 
tionship the Empire with Austria-Hungary), but contem- 
porary history, only too often subjudice lis est; the section deal- 
ing with Germans abroad, the German-American would surely 
have deserved more extensive treatment; moreover, the bibli- 
ography this interesting chapter all too restricted. But such 
is, the work ought render invaluable services the higher 
instruction German, and whole-heartedly recommended 
all teachers’ libraries. 
ARPAD STEINER 
HUNTER COLLEGE. 


Richard Hennings. Klein Heini ein Groszstadtjunge. Edited 

New York, Henry Holt Co. 

Richard Hennings’ life Klein Heini, which was written for 
German grade school children, very good introduction the 
every day life the German child. The simple style sentences, 
for the most part, well the simplicity the sub- 
ject matter make this little book especially valuable for beginners, 
i.e., for the end the first year High School, easy 
reading text, wherever extensive reading practiced. 


SMITH COLLEGE. 


Poems and Songs. Edited FREDERICK LIEDER. 

New York, Oxford University Press, 1929. $1.50. 

According the preface this book ‘‘is planned present 
one volume those songs and poems with which student German 
expected besides the Volkslieder the authors best represented are 
Goethe, Heine, Uhland, Schiller, Eichendorff, Mörike. addition 
the text, settings poems are given, twelve 
which are folk-melodies. 

The majority the poems are easy enough take 
early stage the study the German language. This seleetion 
does not need any further recommendation, since the purpose 
the editor fulfilled. should like make one suggestion, how- 
ever, that is, that Professor Lieder should take upon himself the 
further trouble compiling list gramophone records songs 
contained this selection, and that should make this list ac- 
cessible teachers who select his book for classroom use. 


KAUFMANN 
SMITH COLLEGE. 


REVIEWS 


Albert Waag. Wortschatzes. 
Lahr Baden. 1926. Fünfte vermehrte Auflage. Moritz 
Schauenburg. 6.50, 


Why the third person plural used polite form? How 
the meaning gefallen related that fallen? Why does Hose 
mean ‘‘pants’’ German and not stockings? How rechts and 
Recht belong together? Why neuter noun? What 
the relation between words Schuhmacher and Schuster, fressen 
and essen, Gift and geben, Krieg and kriegen (get), gut and Gut 
(farm) 

This the type questions which students like ask their 
teachers, and which should glad asked because they 
show the students’ interest the language. Waag’s interesting 
book gives answer all these questions. also gives very 
interesting study the life words, the principles their change 
meaning, and the relation historical and cultural conditions 
word meaning. index containing all the words discussed 
makes the book good for reference. 

KAUFMANN 

SMITH COLLEGE. 


NOTES AND NEWS 


The Fall Meeting the Hudson Valley Chapter was held 
the Albany High School conjunction with the meetings the 
New York State Teachers Association October 24th and 25th. The 
attendance was good. 

Thursday the Chapter met with the Teachers French. Dr. 
Otto Koischwitz Hunter College spoke ‘‘Modern Education 
and Foreign Languages.’’ 

Friday the session was devoted chiefly informal discussion 
pertinent topics, business, and brief account Pro- 
fessor Frey the inception and splendid development the 
Deutsches Haus Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 

The secretary was instructed express the regret the Chap- 
ter the severe illness Mr. Frederick Mueller the Albany 
High School and extend him our wishes for speedy and 
complete recovery. 

The Chapter voted accept invitation from President 
Henry Moore Skidmore College hold its spring meeting 


that institution. 


Secretary. 


meeting the Metropolitan Chapter was held October 26, 
1929, Columbia University. Professor John Whyte, the Col- 
lege the City New York, gave highly interesting talk, since 
published the November number the the 
Teaching German Pronunciation.’’ After general discussion 
the meeting adjourned. 

The members the Chapter were, Saturday, the twenty- 
third November, invited the Department Germanic Lan- 
guages and Literatures Columbia University meet the mem- 
bers the Department and view the water color paintings 
the late Max Dauthendey the Deutsches Haus. The exhibition 
was made possible through the kindness the poet’s widow who 
was one the honored guests present. 


Professor Heuser, Columbia University, has sent the editor 


2 


NOTES AND NEWS 


Heilbronn which was fortunate spectator. 

Heilbronn Neckar, partly through the active interest 
native American, Mrs. Helene Alpers-Hahn, very interesting 
experiment community acting was successfully carried through, 
last summer. 

play selected was Kleist’s romantic drama, Das Käthchen 
von Heilbronn. more pieturesque setting could imagined 
than the courtyard the old the knights the Teutonic 
Order, which now houses the municipal court. 

actors were amateurs from all classes society. Graf 
Wetter vom Strahl was played teacher the local Gym- 
nasium, Käthehen was impersonated tradesman’s daughter; 
Kunigunde was well rendered the daughter the Lord Mayor. 
Herr Hahn, one the knights the secret court, did not disdain 
act the side one the men his employ. was fine 
exhibition real spirit democracy. With all that, the actors 
did full justice their parts, having been well trained the di- 
rector the Heilbronn Stadttheater. The first performance was 
preceded address Walter von Molo, the President the 
German Dichterakademie. 

special scenery was used except the emperor’s throne, 
the third act, the endings the larger sections the play being 
symbolically indicated fairies dancing across the stage. This 
device also brought out the essential fairy-tale character the 
drama. 

June September Käthchen was produced all forty- 
three times. The proceeds approximately $1500 are used 
for the restoration the famous Kiliansturm. 

performances aroused much enthusiasm Heilbronn 
and attracted many visitors from other parts Germany, that 
has been decided keep the organization intact and produce 
Schiller’s Braut von Messina, next summer, with several repetitions 
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May Suggest 
For Your Next Semester 
German Classes 


SHORT STORIES—ELEMENTARY 


Nachlese: collection representative selections 
from recent and contemporary German authors— 
edited Wm. Diamond and Reinsch. 
WITH NOTES, EXERCISES, LIST IDIOMS, AND 
VOCABULARY. 


SHORT STORIES—INTERMEDIATE 


ONE-ACT PLAYS—INTERMEDIATE 


Lust und Leid: five contemporary plays edited 
Wm. Diamond and Schomaker. 
EXERCISES AND VOCABULARY. 


Mitten Leben: edited the same plan 
Nachlese, Wm. Diamond and Uhlendorf. 


BEGINNING BOOK 


Neuer Praktischer Lehrgang der Deutschen 
Sprache: direct method grammar for young 
students—by Lensner, Glenville High School, 
Cleveland, Ohio. VOCABULARY. 


HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY 


Incorporated 
Ave. ParkSt. 2626 Prairie Ave. 149 New Montgomery St. 
New York Boston Chicago San Francisco 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


GERMANY—1930 


will crowded with scientific and art events, with 
drama, music and lighter diversions, with anniversaries 
great historical importance, that there will intermis- 
sion the program and part the country without its 
rich share entertainment features. 


Oberammergau—the Passion Play 


Augsburg—the anniversary the Confessio 
Augustana 


Bayreuth—the Wagner Opera Festivals 


Berlin—the second great “Season” and the World 
Power Conference 


Dresden—the International Hygiene Exposition 
Muenchen—the Wagner-Mozart Festivals 


Muenster—an exhibition the German Institute 
for Scientific Pedagogy 


are but few long list events which will attract the 
world the arts and science from all parts the globe. 


The German universities and institutes hold 
again their well-known courses for foreigners, 
with educational tours through the most interest- 
ing cities and districts. 


unsurpassable setting scenic charms, excellent trans- 
portation facilities, good accommodations and the friendli- 
ness the population make genuine pleasure for the 
foreign visitor enjoy these rich offerings during every 
month the year. 

shall pleased send you, gratis, schedules 


events Germany, illustrated literature and infor- 
mation about transportation, resorts, hotels, etc. 


GERMAN TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE 
665 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
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RESIDENTIAL STUDY TOUR 
GERMANY: Summer 1930 
DR. BRADISH, Director 


Resident study Munich—Sommerkurse für Ausländer. College 
Courses, with college credit, desired, German 
Language and Literature. 


INTERESTING TRAVEL 
HOLLAND, GERMANY, CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
AUSTRIA and FRANCE 


MANAGEMENT 


SCHOOL FOREIGN TRAVEL, Inc. 


110 EAST 42d STREET NEW YORK CITY 


Johnson German Series 


Die 
Ihr Werden und Wesen 


ERNST The first serious attempt deal with the 
whole German culture synthetic way—in style the book 
clear, exact, artistic, and progressive difficulty. For high 
school and college courses. 


JOHNSON PUBLISHING COMPANY 


ATLANTA DALLAS CHICAGO 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


THE 


MACMILLAN GERMAN SERIES 


Edited Professor Camillo von Klenze and 
Dr. Henrietta Becker von Klenze 
Blüthgen: DAS PETERLE VON 


Scholz: GERMAN SCIENCE READER 
Hillern: HÖHER ALS DIE KIRCHE .68 
Straube: MÄRCHEN UND .68 
Storm: IMMENSEE $.68 
Wildenbruch: DAS EDLE BLUT .68 


Every volume illustrated 


ELEMENTARY 
GERMAN 


Frederick Meisnest 


University of Washington 
Assisted by Adelaide Fischer, Lincoln High School, Seattle 


With this textbook, the student gets thor- 
ough start the language that will lay firm 
foundation for later work. The direct method 
employed from the outset; the student be- 
comes familiar with the look and sound the 
language from the first lesson. All important 
features the grammar are taken and ex- 
cellent reviews are furnished. Beautiful photo- 
graphs Germany will increase the student’s 
interest his work. 


Price $1.48 


The Macmillan Company 


New York Boston Chicago Dallas 
Atlanta San Francisco 


FUNDAMENTALS 
GERMAN 


THURNAU 


Professor German, University Kansas 


Teachers ‘of elementary German will welcome this revised and 
condensed edition Professor Thurnau’s very original and success- 
ful VOCABULARY-BUILDING GERMAN FOR 
BEGINNERS. The revisions consist minor changes, indicated 
more than two years’ use the book hundreds classrooms, 
and condensation the vocabulary from 1,200 words 800. 

the opinion the author, the publishers, and the teachers who have 
used the book, these changes will even further promote the success 
the grammar achieving its results. 


Each word the vocabulary used unobtrusively least two 
separate lessons; considerably more than half the words are used 

three more lessons. Through repetition the student firmly 
grounded basic vocabulary which serves the purposes not only 
those teachers who introduce their students German literature 
via IMMENSEE and L’ARRABBIATA, but also all who use 


amount vocabulary memorizing sensibly proportioned the 
other necessary fundamentals. lesson consists Grammar, 
Vocabulary, German Exercise, Drill and Written Exercise. One 
semester should suffice for the completion this revised and 
abridged grammar. Mechanically, both arrangement material 


any good grammar, the lessons are carefully graded, and the 


and such matters printing and binding, the book conforms 
the usual high standard Borzoi Books. 


FUNDAMENTALS GERMAN will ready April, 1930. 


Examination copies will mailed request. 


Alfred Knopf 730 Fifth Avenue 
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UNTER DEUTSCHER FLAGGE MIT DEN BELIEBTEN HAPAG-DAMPFERN 


NEW YORK DEUTSCHLAND HAMBURG 
RESOLUTE ALBERT BALLIN RELIANCE 
THURINGIA CLEVELAND WESTPHALIA 


Regelmässiger Dienst zwischen 


NEW YORK und HAMBURG 


nach Ihren Mitteln bietet Ihnen die Reise jeder 
Klasse den Genuss einer idealen Uberfahrt. Alle 
Klassen wetteifern die Gunst und Zufriedenheit 
unserer Passagiere. 

Programmässige Touren Deutschland und anderen 
Ländern Europas unter der Leitung des berühmten 
Hapag-Reisebüros. 


Weltberühmte Hapag-Küche und Bedienung. 


HAPAG GELDÜBERWEISUNGEN 
SCHNELL, BILLIG UND SICHER 


Auskünfte bei Lokal-Agenten oder 


ZUM 


HAMBURG-AMERIKA LINIE 


BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 


LLOYD EXPRESS 


The BREMEN the fastest Liner the World 


The EUROPA and 
The COLUMBUS France, Bremen 


LLOYD CABIN QUARTET 


The BERLIN The MUENCHEN England, France, Germany 
The STUTTGART The DRESDEN Ireland, France, Germany 
Every Liner Carries Third Cabin 

Late Winter and Spring Cruises the Mediterranean 


Summer Cruises the North Cape and the Polar Seas 
Fast and Passenger Service all over the World 


North German Lloyd Travelers Checks good everywhere 


NORTH GERMAN NEW YORK 
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adaptation, for studeı 

needing instruction 

damental concepts 

IODERN GERMAN 

MAR Its object 

(1) lead the student the 

simplest most economical 

nvert this passive 

into active mastery 

great number direct- 

method exercises (synthesis). 
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